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that now their well-being is unquestionably greater, and
that after three successive good harvests the peasant sees
the enormous advantage to be acquired corporately for
all out of the vast extension of machinery in agriculture,
so that the days of conflict are sinking into the past.
Without further and extensive evidence, I must leave
the question at that.

RELIGION

The Communists, soon after their accession to power,
issued a decree forbidding the teaching of religion to
persons under eighteen in groups of more than three or
four. This was the first blow which it dealt to religion.
It confiscated church property, but it also confiscated
every other property. It abolished religious teaching in
the schools, but that has been done in other countries.
The years 1922-23 were marked by a frontal assault on
religion, nominating in the Easter trials of 1923, when a
number of Catholic priests, who refused to obey the
law prohibiting religious teaching, were condemned to
long terms of imprisonment, and Monsignor Budkiewicz
was judicially murdered. Since the world-wide indig-
nation excited by these trials, the attack on religion,
directed with the greatest ability by Yaroslavsky, has
been aimed not primarily against believers, though they
have often had to suffer materially for their belief, but
against the ministers of religion as such. Disobedience
to the law prohibiting any general teaching of religion
to persons under eighteen is still a State offence, and
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